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Tre frame-up of Trotsky, Zinoviev, Kamenev md other former leaders 
of the Bolshevik party and the Comintern is not an isolated event. 
it repres@mts one of the stazes in the uninterrupted process of 
steady augmentation of power in the ‘:ix1ds of Stalin anc his immediate 
assistants. In 1923, using Trotsky as a convinient target, Stalin 
formed @& conspiracy for the vsmrpation of leadership in the party 
and the State. the subsequent history of the Soviet Union is the 
gradual elimination of inner-party and workers democracy, its re- 
placement by a regime of burocratic centralism, and the political 
and organizational subjugation of all tue popular, great figures 

of the Soviet Republic by the less prominent Stalin. ‘The country 
became the subject of intensive and extensive burocratization. 
With the expulsion of tue Opposition bloc at tie end of 1927, the 
first stage of the process Sam to a close. By 1950, invariably 
employing Trotsky as his diief target, Stalin had emerzed as tie 
unquestionable master of the Soviet Union, standing on the summit 
of a colossal birocratic pyramid which rests on the shoulders of 
the Soviet toiling masses. 


The concentration of power in the hands of Stalin brought with it 
the terrific friction within the burocracy itself; and the ever- 
growing oppression and despotism of the usurping band culminated 
in the assassination of Kirov, one of Stalin's closest henchmen, 
by a minor functionary. The ilocdy phase of centralization and 
enhancement of Stalin's personal power followed. Stalin now eli- 
minated physically all those who had.at any time stood in his 
path. Next he extorminated many of his outstanding supporters 
perched on the uppor blocks of the burocratic pyramid who had 
grown accustomed to exercising euthority, therefore constitu- 
ting a potential danger to nis absolutism. Third, he evolved a 
system of decimation of functionaries and workers to keep the en= 
tire population in e state of perpetual dread of his unlimited 
power. 


To safeguard his usurped domination and the burocratie structure 
sustaining him in his scat of personal dictatorship,Stalin mst 
pre: snt the development of the intcrnational proletarian revo- 


ee 


lutionary sitmetion periodically issuing out of the crisis of impe- 
rialism. Compelled tc appear before the working class as a Leni- 
nist in order the botter to mislead it, Stalin threugh his "Comin= 
tern" lays down to the intomational proletariat a Line which 
cones featurro or two cf gennine Leninism, but whicn in reality 
represents a zigzag running now far to the Left of Leninism (1924, 
1929-54), now a great distance te the Right »f Leninism (1923, 
1925-1929, 1935- }. Boing opportunist in essence the line diverts 
the working class from its historical objective, the struggle for 
power. In the course of his mie Stalin nas ropeatedly succoeded 
in warding off the preletarian revolution, simultancously strength- 
ening his personal dictatorship over the only workers's State. In 
this betrayal of tho workers Stalin has been aided directly ocr 
indirectly by the social damocracy md all the other opportunist 
forees within the prelotariat. 


Consequently tne fact stends out that the scope of the criminality 
of Stalinism roacies beyond such horrible outrages as the Moscow 
"Trials," and includes the well-planned, cold=blooded wiping out 
of the Bolsnevik vanguard in the Sovict Union, the destruction of 
the revolutionary section of the Uhinese toiling masses, of the 
flower ef the German pmiletarict and cf revolutionary workers of 
Speine 


It is clear from the foregoing that the problem of combatting 
Stalinist crimes and tie cjoection of the Stalinist poison from 
tne veins of the prol.tariat is inscparably bound un with the 
task of resusritating Bolsievism end reviving tne strus ste for 
the international proletarian revolution. Historically, there- 
fere, he complote and victorious clearing of the frame-up 
victims of Stalinism from tne monstrcus charges can be accomp- 
lished exclusively by the full cxposure of Stalinism. And it is 
absolutely impossible to bring this ebout without a correct, 
Leninist understanding of what this force is, without tne pre- 
cise knowledge of how it originated and how it dperates. At- 
‘tempts to leave out certain important facts bcaring on the 
history of Stalinism, a policy of divorcing the question of 
proletarian revolution from the job of cloaring Trotsky and 
other victims of the frame-up, confusion with roszct to Stali- 
nism, play diroctly into tio hands of Stalin. 


Preciscly such has been the policy of Tretsky prior to and 
aftor the Moscow "Trials." Instead of transforming the defense 
of himself into a powerful offensive against Stalinism, oricn- 
ting in the mein towards tho historically rovolutionery class 
within the bourgeois socicty, he has turned primarily in tho 
direction of liborals md intellectuals, who may be quite com- 
petent in thc handling of juridical problems, but who are ute 
terly alion to Bolshevism and the revolutionary interests of 
the proletariat. The "Prcliminary Commission of Inquiry" set 
out upon its task while in a state oy disintegration. Machina- 
tions of Stalin nad reached into its very midst, and its re- 
signing mombers yerformd an invaluable service for the Kremlin 


Usurpor, as concretely illustratod in the case cf Hallgren ond Beals. 
Tho evidence breught out at the private hearing hold in ibxico has not 
at all buen convincing te the Stalinist workers;yct it is they who 
must bo rogarded as the most vital element to be clarificd, for they 
are emotionally attached to Stalin as to tho "leacer''of the Sovict 
Union amd tho world proletariat, md through tieir lack cf knowledge 
ond information, uphold and defcnd him. Loaving cut of sight the 
clomntary Morxist axia that thero is ne "public conscience” in the 
abstract, that the "purification" of soci.) atmosphere is but an 
empty phraso unless the purification is ofvocted through the concrete 
struggle of tho proletariat for revolutionizing socicty, Trotsky 
declares that - 


"Hore in the person of tro Commision we ave & precious 
cell of unnarksteble public consiencs. All those who 
thirst for purification oz tue social atmosphere will 
turn instinctively toward tho comaission."” (L.Trotsh, 
clcsing: speech at the 13th Session oz the Preliminary 
Hoaring. } 


Tho Amoricen Committoc for the Defcnse of Leon Trotsky, holding ri- 
gidly to the judicial dotails of tuc Moscow frcame-up,in its ardent 
ondeavoz to "purify" social atmosphere nas becn zeelously dis~ 
seminating among tic workers much litorature wnich incluced some poi- 
sons snofts against the Leninist Comintern (The Witchcraft Trial 
in Mescow, by Fricdrich Adler, in which the author indulges in an 
attack upon Trotsky's and Zinoviov's Bolsnevik past, and against 
"tho infamous ‘twenty-one conditions'to be adopted at tue Second 
Congress of tho Commmist Internetionel in 1920."). Prosumebly 

this articls by Adlcr is promoting the defonse of Trotsky. In 
reality it undermines the actucl defonsc beecusa it attacks Bol- 
shevism, the only truc dvfondcor of victims of Stelinism and cepitar- 
lism. Arleor identifics Stalinism with Bolshevism tims contribu- 
tins to the strenghtenins of tho illusion in tho minds cf tho 
Stalinist workers in Russia and the Vomintern thet Stalin carrics 
forward Lonin's work. 


What stands cut conspicuously in tho tostimony submittod by 
Trotsky to what purportod to bo a closo scrutiny md investiza- 
Si0n Of Stalinism, is the Lact) that Trotsky ‘diac not deem it cs~= 
sential to revoal his own truc role during the rise of the Stali- 
nist monster. It mst be stated openly tint had the Opposition 
pursucd 2 corroct policy towards Stalin during Lonin's Illness 
and after his death, the world, very possibly, would have never 
witnossod the gruesome spectacle of the Moscow "Trials." It will 
suffice to give a few docw.ntary facts. When Lonin, di: abled, 
urged Trotsky to initiate <= vigorous, uncompromisin;: strugslo for 
tho romoval of Stalin, Trotsky roassurod Kamoncv, tien cno of 
Stalin's closost assistants, that 


'I am for proserving the status quo... I AM AGAINST 
REMOVING STALIN." (L. To. 2, My Lifc, ps485,486. ) 


This attitude of Trotsky's was on invaluable boon to Stalin. 
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Tre seed which years afterwards sprouted into th Moscow "Trials" 
was vlmted by Stalin in 1923 and 1924, when he mashed out against 
Tm tsky with 2vicious canpcign sf diamdcr. In the circumstancos 
which roquived an immediate ceuntor-offensive, Trotsky ia-invained 
a strange silcncee 


"Despite the fact that during tie run ef th discussion 
against moe were put forth numerous incorrect and roally 
monstrous accusations, I think my silace was correct..." 
(Le Trotsky, Pravda, Jauary 2C, 1925.) 


In a regative way Imtsky thus enebled Stalin to retain the cloak 
of Lenin and stimulate the further advamce ef burocratism. Lenin's 
advice to the party to renove Stalin was carefully concealed by the 
burocratic gang, and whon Eastman cane out with the revelations con- 
corning Lenin's will, Trotsky, pursuing the policy of peacemaking 
and conciliation with St Jin, shieldod the Usurper by declaring, 


"Comrade Lenin has net left any 'will'...All talk with re- 
gard ta a concealed or mutilated ‘will! is nothing but a 

dispicable lic." (L. Trotsky, Imprecorr, Sop tember 3, 1925, 
Pe 105) 


Throughout the long stretch 97 years since 1923 thore have been nu- 
merous striking instances of Tro tsky's peculiar "ficht" against Sta- 
linism which imcriably aided Stalin. Som timo after the Stalinists 
sola out the British workcors to British imp ridlism, and the Chineso 
toiling masses to Chimg Kai-shek, Trotsky wiwte "AL1 this was undor- 
taken, 9f coursc, with the bost of intmtions." (L. Trmtsky, What 
Next, pe 74.) Such 2 wrong explanation created tho false notion that 
Stalin really wwated the revolution to sacecced but unwittingly into- 
duced policies which prousht about tic defeat of thc proletariat. Ih- 
day the avsolute mailer of tho only workers! State has sccured a tren 
mendous victory in Spein by navine smothered, through his policy of 
defenso of bourgeois duncocrecy, the prolctarian revalution which would 
have inevitably couscd an anti-brocratic wosurgo in the Sovict Unione 
But Tro tsky writes that "Stalin-Nogrin suffered a defeat." (L. Tm tsky's 
letter to the N.Y. Times, Decembor 7, 1937.) He introduces tho illu= 
sion thet Stalin scecks a prwilctarian victory in Spain. 


It ca be said with certainty that tho adv@mt of Stalin is due, in 
part, to the fact that with Lenints rctiromont and death, no Leninist 
force cxisted in the Soviet Union amd the Comintern to oppose his 
burocratic usurpation ef powor. ‘Tho illusions pwduced by Tr tsky's 
policies have rondered the struge¢le against the Stalinist scourge 
very difficult. His ow defensc and with it the work ef cnlightening 
the workors is offcetivcely obstructed md crippled by such acts as tho 
dispatching of the cable of Jum 17, 19357 to Moscow, addressed to tho 
cynical Stalinist cLiquoe In it Twtsky said: 
"Stalin's policy is leading to completo collapse internal as well 
as external. The enly sdlvetion is © radical turm toward Sovict 
democracy, beginning with a epeon revicw ef the last trial, Along 
this road I offer mmplc te support." 
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Tis, efter the criminel emg imd rromd him mc thousm¢s of othors, 
hed drivai to suicide or mardored Tomsky, Gamarmnik, Chorviakov, cxo-= 
cuted Takhachovsky ond many other high aunctionerios of its own regime 
Such a lino of Trotsky creates fmtastic hopes that through prcssuro 
the Stalinist cliqic, which is stooped in crime and rmogadism, will 
make a turn towards solf~oxposure and workers domocrecy. It cannot 

be too strongly cmphasized that such a linc distracts tho workers from 
the path loading to en uncompromising fight against Stalinism, od in 
the final count nurturcs amd sustzins destructive misconccyptions about 
Stal inisme 


Only © koon and ponctrating Leninist policy can clear Trotsky and all 
other franc-up victins or Stalinism boforo tho ontire prolotaricat, 
Russien included, ond opn tic rad towards the building of tho Fourth 
(Loninist) Internetional. Only tirough an orimtation towards tho 
working class, orgmized md unwrgmized, cm 2 gmuim and full cx- 
posure 02 Steliniam bo socurod md tie tide turned towards tho aboli- 
tion iat capitalism mc the esteblishmont of world prolotarim mle 
Any other path will inoscapably pormit moro vicious rranco-uys by Stax 
linism ana the unleashing of Fascism in Frmce, Engilmd, Amcrica and 
other countrics which will result in tho tuming of the clock of his-= 
tory baucc « thousmed ycarse 
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